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Letter from the 
Pastor
This school year is off to a fantastic 
start!  We started with 73 in worship, 
the highest attendance of any opening 
worship service since I’ve been here 
(18 years), and we are still averaging 
over 55 for the semester.  We have a 
dozen students who have signed up 
for our FORGE mentorship program 
for freshmen and sophomores. We just 
added five freshmen to our student 
council this week and we are averaging 
29 in the Song of Solomon Bible Study 
as well.
 And that’s just a sample.  Of 
course, programs, events, or small 
groups are worthless unless they 
actually make a difference in people’s 
lives. I’ve already had conversations 
with more than one person about how 
the Song of Solomon study has led 
them to make wiser choices in their 
current relationships.  I talked with 

two others today who asked me to 
meet with them about budgeting their 
income and expenses as a result of 
the Financial Peace University classes 
they took last fall.  In addition, we have 
8 current students who are candidates 
for ordained ministry (plus 5 former 
students). 
 We continue to fulfill our mission 
“to lead college students to accept a life 
in Christ that makes practical differences 
in their everyday lives.” 

In Christ,
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Freshmen Reflections
Rachael bechtel
Kinesiology Major
I first heard about Wesley from my home church. I decided to check it out at 
orientation and was told about the freshmen Galveston trip. Going on that 
trip was one of the best decisions I made. It made the actual move to college 
much more comforting knowing I would see some familiar faces. The people 
at Wesley were my first friends at SFA and now are some of my best friends. 
Sometimes I don’t know if I’m at the right college to graduate from, but I know 
that right now I belong at Wesley. 

Nathan Fiske
Sound Recording Technology Major
Whether it be because I was a teenager or because it felt a little forced, I was 
never really religious before college. Either way, I have found college to be the 
most important time in your life to fully understand and accept your faith. When 
people go to college, they talk about how they can be whoever they want to 
be. This is true in God too. God gave everyone the chance to rebirth in heaven. 
Wesley is the perfect place to help me unlock the person I wish to be. Most 
days, Wesley feels more like home than my own dorm does! Everyone has a 
family and Wesley can become yours too if you let it! 

Katy Parmer
Creative Writing Major
Wesley has been the first place in my life where I have seen the concept of 
community truly exhibited. The people are awesome and I feel like I’ve been 
here forever! I feel so accepted and comfortable! Wesley has a variety of 
people who are all at different points in their faith walk, and one thing that I 
really admire is how respectful and understanding Wesleyans are towards one 
another! Everyone is so accepting and it’s in this way I’ve seen God’s beauty 
truly expressed here. People are open to change and developing because they 
don’t feel condemned or forced to do so. 



News

Welcome Week
 From Golf Cart Move-in to a 
crazy game night, Welcome Week was 
full of excitement, laughs, and fellowship. 
We started off by helping students 
move into their dorms. The Saturday 
before classes started, we had Fajita 
Supper, as well as ice cream provided 
by Perritte Memorial UMC. Afterwards 
we had our 7th Annual Survival Camp. 
Survival Camp had a travel theme, with 
speakers, games, and small groups, 
all designed to provide a crash course 
on being a Christian in college. We had 
events every night the rest of the week: 
Battle Paint, Giant Inflatable Night, 
Water Night, our first Worship service of 
the semester, Broom Hockey, and Game 
Night. Overall, Welcome Week was a 
great start to the semester and we were 
so excited to have the students back 
from summer.
Sacred ground
 We try to have a “special 
service” once a month. Our first big one 
was called Sacred Ground. Students 
gathered together in front of Homer 
Bryce Stadium by the Ag Pond, where 
we had an outdoor worship service.
Students got to enjoy the pleasant 
evening with the view of the sunset as 
we listened to Tom’s sermon over “When 
Things Go Wrong”.
Parents Day
 We had several students and 
family members for our Parents’ Day 
Lunch on September 24. We had 
catered food from Cotton Patch and 
our praise band led the group in a 
few worship songs. We love getting to 
showcase Wesley and the students to 
the families that come!

Benefit Auction
In May, we had our 14th Annual Benefit Auction. We had a 
performance by Comedian Clay Walker while we had a silent and 
live auction. We made over $23,000! Thank you to everyone who 
donated. The SFA Steel Band (Jacks of Steel) will be performing 
at our 15th Annual Benifit Acution and Dinner on May 6, 2017

Wesley Foundation
Box 4609 SFA Station
Nacogdoches, TX 75962

Phone: 936.564.7257
E-mail: sfawesley@gmail.com
Twitter: @sfawesley
Website: www.sfawesley.org



Retreats
 We always have so many 
retreats toward the beginning of the 
semester. In fact, we start them off 
before students even move in. The 
first one was in August. The student 
leadership, known as council, gathered 
for a weekend to plan out the semester, 
talk about leadership, and talk about 
what they want to do during the year at 
Wesley.
 We had a kyaking trip the second 
weekend in September, which focused 
on developing Fellowship between 
Wesley Members! 
 The big retreat of the semester is 
our annual Fall Spiritual Retreat. We had 
28 go on the trip and it was enjoyed by 
everyone who went. Our guest speaker 
was Rev. Amy Hodge, who focused her 
message around our theme for the fall, 
“Walking with the Word.” We had four 
worship services, three small group 
sessions, and lot of free time for things 
like hammocking and games, to bond 
with each other!
Forge
 Forge this year has been 
awesome! We have a total of twenty-
two mentors and mentees. This year 
is exciting because this is the second 
year for our first round of mentees to 
become mentors and almost all mentors 
had been mentees before. To say that 
everything is coming full circle would be 
an understatement!             
Something new that we have 

implemented is the use of Life Way’s 
Transformation Discipleship Assessment. 
We have been able to measure nine 
different discipleship practices which 
include Bible engagement, sharing Christ, 
building relationships, obeying God and 
denying self, exercising faith, unashamed, 
serving God and others, seeking God, 
and doctrinal practices. By having tangible 
data, we hope that this can give mentors 
and mentees specific goals that they can 
work on together.
 Forge has always been one of 
our most popular programs. It’s crazy to 
think that just four years ago we started 
with three mentors and three mentees 
and it has grown to the size we have now. 
Forging together intentional, God-centered 
relationships has helped not only mentees 
but mentors as well grow in Christ’s love 
together, holding true to Wesley’s motto of 
“Finding Faith with Friends”. 

Bible Studies:
 Wesley has offered two new 
programs this year in the forms of Male 
and Female Bible Studies. Every Tuesday 
at 6pm Wesley offers the Women’s Bible 
Study “Captivating” while it’s counterpart, 
the men’s  study “Wild at Heart” runs along 
side it at the same time. This study offers 
a chance for students to evaluate their 
personal growth with their Faith as well as 
encourage student accountability. 
 We also have begun our biennial 
Bible study “Song of Solomon” on 
Monday’s at 7PM. Over 30 Students 
gather in the Fellowship Hall to learn about 
God’s Guide to Dating, Marriage and Sex. 
With Breakout Groups that follow after 
Worship Wednesdays and Freshmen Care 
Group on Thursday evenings, students 
here have been enjoying gathering and 
learning together in Christian community! 

   Alumni Updates

-Jessica Etheridge and Austin 
Sergeant welcomed Addison 
Henry, May 18

-Bevin (McBride) and Dan 
Jackson welcomed Walker 
James, June 16
-Jordan McGee married Mark 
Cunningham on June 18. 

-Megan Armentor married 
Mike Widenhouse on June 25

-Ginny Love married T.J. 
Watkins on July 9.

-Hannah Lawrence married 
Christopher Battle on June 1.

-Ariella Louise was born to 
Nathan & Jesselyn Briggs, 
Sep. 10

-Angelea Caton married Dylan 
Richardson on Sep.24

-Morgen Huss married Ryan 
Hamlin on July 9. 

-Joe and Laura (Womack) 
welcomed Hunter James, 
July 15. 
-Autumn Elizabeth was born 
to Myles & Carolyn (Whitsitt) 
Cullen on July 25. 


