
 

 

 

 

 

Born in San Antonio, Texas, Mario Parga was raised going to church, learning the stories and songs of 

the Christian faith and developing a life-long love of the church.  In his teenage years, Mario came into 

a deeper understanding of his faith, and eventually felt God calling him to ministry.  His experience in 

ministry has been extremely diverse – serving roles in music ministry, student ministry, cross-cultural 

Hispanic ministry, and currently, serving as lead pastor at Aldersgate United Methodist Church in 

College Station, Texas – a congregation known for its diversity in culture and traditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to his ministry experience, Mario has an impressive resumé in music.  He attended North 

Texas State University and earned a bachelor’s degree in education with a vocal music concentration.  

He has won several awards at vocal competitions, and has done graduate work in opera performance.  

He has taught music in public and private schools, and has served as a Director of Fine Arts.  He plays a 

number of instruments, and loves to incorporate music into his preaching and ministry.  He also has a 

background in theatre, making him an exciting and engaging public speaker. 

 

Mario, while fluent in English, is a native Spanish speaker.  This has enabled him to be very successful 

in Hispanic ministry.  His ministry has called him to many places.  He has lived in Dallas, Puerto Rico, 

the Virgin Islands, Houston, East Texas, Kansas, New Mexico, and Oklahoma.  Mario and his wife Carol 

have 3 children. 

 

We are very excited to welcome Mario as the speaker for our retreat, and he is excited to share his 

faith story with us! 

 “My philosophy of ministry is simple. I desire to 

cultivate a continuing love and passion for God, 

exemplify a willing servant’s heart as I work with the 

people of God, and directly connect with any who have 

yet to know the love of God found in Christ. I am blessed 

to communicate God’s love cross-generationally, 

effectively connecting with children, youth, young 

adults, young families with children, and senior adults. 

The gifts of music and speaking help to bridge many 

generations and cultures.” 

 

-Mario Parga 
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